
TEXAS POND HONKER 
November 2025 Character, Charity, Fellowship 

 

Blue Goose – Texas Pond  
Monday, November 10, 2025 @ 5:30 PM 

Mesero - Prestonwood 

5505 Belt Line Rd.  Dallas, TX 75254 
(Meeting in the semi-private room area- opposite 

the private room (to the right of hostess stand.) 

 

Get ready Blue Goosers – it is the beginning of the Holiday 

Season! 

 

For the November meeting, we are asking attendees to 

undertake a little charity homework.  We are looking to 

support one of the Stewpot’s programs.  We will need all 

Snack bags delivered at the Blue Goose meeting. 

 
Please note this opportunity does not take place at The 

Stewpot. We are going to make snack bags for the Stewpot 

to distribure.  Note they distribute about 100 bags per day. 

 

Snack Bags are gallon size ziploc bags filled with nourishing 

snacks for hungry clients. Suggested items include: 

- Bottle of water 

- Electrolyte packet(s) 

- Soft cereal bar 

- Tuna Packets 

- Pop top vienna sausages 

- Individual cup of peanut butter 

- An encouraging note (optional) 

You do not have to follow this list exactly but everything 

must be prepackaged and ready to eat. No homemade 

items.  

 

Keep in mind that many of the clients have dental issues 

making it difficult to eat hard foods such as nuts.  Do not 

include items that need a can opener or other device to 

open.  

 

The Stewpot requests at least 25 bags when one makes a 

snack bag donation. Bring the snack bags already 

assembled and ready for delivery to the November Blue 

Goose meeting at Mesero. 

 

 
 

As October winds down and the scent of smoked brisket 

mingles with pumpkin spice, we’re entering that crazy 

Texas stretch where you’re gonna need a hoodie at sunrise 

and sunscreen after lunch. The holidays are creeping up 

like a rogue shopping cart in a parking lot, and football is 

everywhere — from Friday night lights to Saturday 

tailgates to Sunday heartbreaks courtesy of the Cowboys. 

Whether you’re dodging decorative scarecrows or 

debating the best pie at the potluck (it’s pecan, by the 

way!), Blue Goose is here for the ride — boots on, game 

face ready, and fully committed to the chaos. 

 

The Big Proud Gander 

Mitch Williams 

Most Loyal Gander 



Before we get full bore into the holidays, I hope you’ll join 

us at our next meeting, at Mesero Addision on Monday, 

November 10th. Come out and have a drink, maybe some 

tacos and spend some time with your fellow Geese. If 

possible, bring a snack pack or two for Stewpot (details 

further in the newsletter). 

 

Hope to see you there! 

LAST MONTH 

 
 

Sherri Higson  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jessica Olson   

 
 
 
 

 

 
   

 
 

 

Doug Hubby 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Emily Tomasik   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Cole Clinton   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sherri transferred to the Dallas area from Tennessee 

without really knowing anyone, as a Regional 

Account Manager for Paul Davis Restoration for 

more than 20 years.  Her BESTIE friend, Alicia Elliott 

told her about Blue Goose, and she saif that 

everyone in the Pond has been so welcoming.  Ms. 

Sherri is engaged and has two amazing bonus kids, 

ages 12 and 22.  In addition her family includes two 

85-pound rescue dogs.  Sherri is actively involved in 

large-breed dog rescue. 

 

This busy mom of two sweet little girls, Ellis, age 9 and 

Cambell age 7 is the Business Development Manager 

for Expedited Services Partners (ESP). Jessica was 

introduced to Blue Goose by Eddy Pokluda.  Jessica’s 

hobbies are golfing, crafting, and travel.  She says that 

Blue Goose is a great group to be part of as they are 

supportive of industry professionals.  The industry 

professionals are sharing ideas, and they keep up with 

each other professionally and personally. 

Doug has two claim companies CatCrew Adjusting 

Services and a joint venture with CatPro Insurance 

Services.  He currently is the CEO of both companies, 

as well as the president of the National Association of 

Catastrophic adjusters.  Doug initially heard about 

Blue Goose in the 2000’s when he was invited to a 

Blue Goose reception at the PLRB in Boston.  Also, 

Texas Gander Mary Bramley has been encouraging 

Doug to join the Texas Pond.  He is married with three 

children.  Besides spending time with family, he likes 

skiing, wood working, reading, and learning new skills. 

After 10 years in restoration, Emily has started a new 

career as a commercial risk manager at Hotchkiss 

Insurance.  She is very excited about this new journey.  

Emily is a proud mom of two little girls ages 4 and 5.  

She says they keep her life full of laughter and 

adventure by exploring, crafting, and traveling as a 

family.  Emily also enjoys trying new food and wine, 

some great company and a competitive game of 

mahjong.  Emily has previously attended our Texas 

Pond golf outings. 

Cole is the Business Development Manager for BluSky 

Restoration Contractors.  He enjoys the people he 

works with and shares experiences, as well as the 

professional relationships that often turn into 

personal friendships.  Cole enjoys Lacrosse, going tote 

gym, Djing, listening to music, fishing, watching 

football (especially SMU and UCLA).  Cole was 

introduced to Blue Goose via his company and 

colleagues.  He enjoys how tight-knit the entire group 

is and that it is an organization that people want to 

keep coming back to; for the relationships that have 

been formed and the good we do for the community. 



 

 
Fly & Be Proud New Ganders! 

 
Another bit of historical info! 

 

The origin of “blackballing.” 

Antique Freemason Wooden Ballot 

Voting Box 

This secret type of voting was utilized to reject a person by 

using marbles as ballots.  To vote for someone’s 

membership into a secret society, a voter was given two 

balls: a white one & a black one.  To vote in favor of the 

candidate, the voter would drop the white ball into a box.  

To vote against a candidate, the voter would deposit the 

black ball.  Each voter audibly casts a single marble from 

one side of wooden ballot box to the other, hiding the 

hand under the box lid.  Observers can see who votes but 

not how the person votes.  When voting is complete, the 

lid of the box with accumulated marble “votes” is opened. 

The practice of using balls to cast votes continued until the 

19th century.  Blackballing has not been legal since 1932. 

 

 

 

Save The Date 

January 12, 2026 
 

Let’s really celebrate and start 
this new year off in grand style! 

 
 

ATTENDEE REGISTRATION IS OPEN: 

WWW.BLUEGOOSETX.ORG 
 

Mark your calendars now for the Texas Pond’s New 

Year kick-off on January 12th, 2026. 

 

The event will be at Mesero– Preston Hollow 

location.  Stay tuned for further details.  For those 

who live some distance from this location may want 

to consider checking on one of these hotels around 

North Central Expressway to spend the night: 

LaQuinta, Hampton Inn, Hilton Garden Inn or, 

Doubletree Campbell Center. 

HONK – HONK FOR 2026 



 

Here is a peek and some of our sponsors: 

  
Photo Sponsor      Event Sponsor 

   
Bar Sponsors 

 

For more sponsorship opportunities, contact Randy 

Webb at 214-801-9197 or rw0007@yahoo.com. 
 

Next Month 
(December) 

Besides our Annual Ugly Sweater & Drunken Elephant 
Contests we will undertake a charity activity again at our 
Texas Pond meeting. 

 
 
Please note this project is to be completed by you on your 
own time. Once you've bought everything and assembled 
a basket(s) then you can arrange to drop it off at  
 
We ask that every item listed BE NEW. The goal is to 
present the items in the laundry basket.  
 
If you cannot contribute everything to a Welcome 
Basket please try making a Bathroom Basket or a Cleaning 
Basket instead. To do so just use the items marked with 
a (B) or (C) for bathroom and cleaning products. 
 
Welcome Basket Items 
 

• Body towels (B) 
• Female deodorant (B) 
• Dish sponges and soap (C) 
• Toilet brushes (B) 
• Toilet Paper (B) 
• Toilet Cleaner (B) 

• Small Travel Size Laundry Detergent (C) 
• Broom/Mops (C) 
• Trash Cans (C) 
• Trash bags (C) 
• Can Opener 
• Dishwasher pods (C) 
• Mop Bucket (C) 
• Paper Towels (C) 
• Cleaning Products i.e., Fabuloso, all-purpose 

cleaner, glass cleaner, dish soap, etc. (C) 
 
For more details on the charity event, reach out to Valerie 
Wilson at 870-213-8192  val_michelle04@hotmail.com 

 

 

 
TEXAS POND MEETINGS FOR THE 

REMAINDER OF 2025 
 
NOVEMBER MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2025 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTONWOOD  
 
DECEMBER MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, DECEMBER 8, 2025 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTONWOOD  

 

JANUARY MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, JANUARY 12, 2026 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTON HOLLOW VILLAGE  
 
FEBURARY MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, FEBUARY 9, 2026 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTONWOOD 
  
MARCH MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, MARCH 9, 2026 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTON HOLLOW VILLAGE  
 
APRIL MEETING – TEXAS POND 
5:30 PM GANDERS & GOSLINGS & GUESTS 
SECOND MONDAY, APRIL 13, 2026 
MEETING: MESERO- PRESTONWOOD  

 

 

mailto:val_michelle04@hotmail.com


MORE HONORABLE ORDER OF BLUE GOOSE 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION NEWS 

 

 

July 12-16, 2026  
The Galt House, Louisville, KY 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

                

    MLGG & SOF              GOP & COP              WGQ & KGGE 

 

Here are the 2025-2026 Texas Pond Officers 
 
Most Loyal Gander – Mitch Williams (M) 214-213-5751 
williams.mitch@yahoo.com 
  
Supervisor of the Flock – Randy Webb (M) 214-801-9197 
rw0007@yahoo.com 

 

Custodian of the Goslings – Matt Arnold (M) 210-473-
7443   Matthew.Arnold@Sedgwick.com 
 

Guardian of the Pond – Valerie Wilson (M) 870-213-8192  
val_michelle04@hotmail.com 
 
Keeper of the Golden Goose Egg - Ashley Hansen (M) 
214-212-8547 ashansen@aol.com 
 

Wielder of the Goose Quill - Linda Meik 
(M) 682-715-5341  lindameik9@gmail.com     
 

The 2026-2027 Honorable Blue 
Goose Convention will be held 

July 17th-22nd at the Prince Hotel 
in Halifax, Nova Scotia 
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